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AP Unites States History Overview 

Course Description 
 

The Advanced Placement United States History course 
provides an in-depth look at the whole of United States 
History from the pre-colonial era to the present day. 
Successful completion of the course and the national 
Advanced Placement exam taken each year in early 
May could allow students to receive college credit. The 
Advanced Placement United States History course is 
intended to challenge students by providing them with 
a collegiate atmosphere and workload. Students will 
gain a firm understanding of the major social, political, 
cultural, and economic influences that have shaped 
American history. This course provides student with an 
opportunity to hone the vital skills of critical thinking, 
essay writing, reading comprehension, and oral 
argument while exposing them to a variety of primary 
and secondary source documents as well as various 
interpretations of history. The students take the AP US 
History exam in May. 
 

Topics at a Glance 
 
Unit 1: Colonial History 
Unit 2: Independence 
Unit 3: Post- Independence and the Critical Period 
Unit 4: Jefferson's Administration/Growth of Nationalism 
Unit 5: The Age of Jackson 
Unit 6: Slavery and Sectionalism 
Unit 7: Civil War and Reconstruction 
Unit 8: Rise of Business and Labor 
Unit 9: Populists and Progressives 
Unit 10: Imperialism and World War I 
Unit 11: 1920's to 1930's 
Unit 12: World War II and Origins of the Cold War 
Unit 13: Foreign Policy 
 

Assessments 
• Teacher Assessments 
• College Board AP United States History Exam 

Useful Information 
 

• This is an AP class with curiculum given to us from the 
College Board.   Grade Level Expectations 

Standard Grade Level Expectations 
(Big Ideas in Social Studies) 

1.  History 1. Use the historical method of 
inquiry to ask questions, evaluate 
primary and secondary sources, 
critically analyze and interpret 
data, and develop interpretations 
defended by evidence from a 
variety of primary and secondary 
sources 

2. Analyze the key concepts of 
continuity and change, cause and 
effect, complexity, unity and 
diversity over time 

3. Recognize the significance of 
ideas as powerful forces 
throughout history 

 

 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































