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AP Spanish Course Overview 
 

Course Description 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course is a 
rigorous course taught exclusively in Spanish that 
requires students to improve their proficiency across the 
three modes of communication. The course focuses on 
the integration of authentic resources including online 
print, audio, and audiovisual resources, as well as 
traditional print resources that include literature, essays, 
and magazine and newspaper articles with the goal of 
providing a rich, diverse learning experience. Students 
communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and 
linguistic structures as they build proficiency in all modes 
of communication toward the pre-advanced level. 

Topics at a Glance 
• Unit One: El individuo y su identidad 

Theme: Personal and Public Identities 
• Unit Two: Los efectos de la tecnología 

Theme: Science and Technology 
• Unit Three: El valor de la familia y la 

comunidad 
 Theme: Families and Communities 

• Unit Four: ¿Cómo se define la belleza? 
Theme: Beauty and Aesthetics 

• Unit Five: Nosotros y nuestro mundo 
Theme: Global Challenges 

• Unit Six: ¿Quiénes somos y cómo es 
nuestra vida?  
Theme: Contemporary Life 
 

Assessments 
• Assessments are standards-based.  Students are 

assessed on the Communication standard in 
three modes: interpretive (reading, listening), 
interpersonal (spontaneous listening/speaking 
or reading/writing) and presentational (formal 
speaking/writing). When applicable, Culture, 
Connections and Comparisons are embedded 
in assessments of the Communication 
standard. 

• AP Spanish exam given by the College Board 
 

Standards 
 
1. Communication in languages other than English, using interpretive, interpersonal and 

presentational modes. 
2. Knowledge and understanding of other Cultures. 
3. Connections with other disciplines and information acquisition. 
4. Comparisons to develop insight into the nature of language and culture. 

 
Course Beliefs 

Our students must be prepared to 
face the challenges of an 
increasingly pluralistic society.  
Acquiring a World Language will 
equip them to participate in our 
global community and empower 
them to meet the challenges of the 
21st century: 
§ Lifelong Learning –The skills 

required to acquire a World 
Language are basic to the 
learning process. 

§ Higher Achievement – A 
higher level of skill is 
demanded of all workers in a 
global community. 

§ Economic Necessity – In 
order to ensure our own 
future, we must be able to 
communicate with the rest of 
the world. 

§ Multicultural Perspective – 
World Languages open doors 
to other languages, but also to 
other cultures, people and 
lands. 

Key Concepts & Structures 
§ Verbs 

ú Compound & complex 
sentences 

ú Passive voice and the 
impersonal se 

ú Sequences of tenses 
ú Subjunctive mood 

§ Imperfect, perfect, 
with adjectival & 
adverbial clauses, if 
clauses 

 

Instructional Strategies 
§ Assessments: formative & 

summative 
§ Cooperative learning 

groups 
§ Cues, questions & advance 

organizers 
§ Feedback:  frequent & 

systematic 
§ Graphic organizers 
§ Homework & guided 

practice 
§ Hypotheses: generate & 

test  
§ Nonlinguistic 

representations 
§ Positive reinforcement & 

recognition of student 
effort 

§ Similarities & differences  
§ Summarizing & notetaking 
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