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AP Unites States Goverment Overview 
Course Description 

The AP US Government class is typically taken during 
the 12th grade year and is offered as a full year 
course.  From the ideological foundations of the 
American political system to a scholarly approach to the 
role of the media, political parties, and other linkage 
institutions, to the powers and functions of the three 
branches of the federal government and those in the 50 
state governments, students will receive a college-level 
introduction to the subject. The students take the AP 
Government exam in May. 
 

Topics at a Glance 

1. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States 
Government 

2. Political Beliefs and Behaviors  
3. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media 
4. Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the 

Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts 
5. Public Policy  
6. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
 

Assessments 
• Teacher Assessments 
• College Board AP United States Goverment Exam 

Useful Information 
 

• This is an AP class with curiculum given to us from 
the College Board.   Grade Level Expectations 

Standard Grade Level Expectations 
(Big Ideas in Social Studies) 

1.  History 1. Use the historical method of 
inquiry to ask questions, evaluate 
primary and secondary sources, 
critically analyze and interpret 
data, and develop interpretations 
defended by evidence from a 
variety of primary and secondary 
sources 

2. Analyze the key concepts of 
continuity and change, cause and 
effect, complexity, unity and 
diversity over time 

3. Recognize the significance of 
ideas as powerful forces 
throughout history 
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