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AP World History Overview 
Course Description 

This course is based on a global perspective of 
the world and human interactions from 8000 
B.C.E. to the present day, using the five themes
outlined in the Advanced Placement World
History course description consistently
throughout the course. Successful completion of
the course and the national Advanced Placement
exam taken each year in early May could allow
students to receive college credit.  Students
refine their analytical abilities and critical thinking
skills in order to understand historical and
geographical context, make comparisons across
cultures, use documents and other primary
sources, and recognize and discuss different
interpretations and historical frameworks. The
course imposes a heavy reading and writing load
throughout the year, and the demands on
students are equivalent to a full-year
introductory college course. Continuity and
change will be addressed in the themes of each
unit. The students take the AP World History
exam in May.

Topics at a Glance 

Unit One: Technological and Environmental Transformations 
• Key Concept 1.1: Big Geography and the Peopling of

the Earth
• Key Concept 1.2: The Neolithic Revolution and Early

Agricultural
• Key Concept 1.3: The Development and Interactions

of Early Agricultural, Pastoral, and Urban Societies
Unit Two: Organization and Reorganization of Human 
Societies 

• Key Concept 2.1: The Development and Codification of
Religious and Cultural Traditions

• Key Concept 2.2: The Development of States and Empires
• Key Concept 2.3: Emergence of Interregional Networks of

Communication and Exchange
Unit Three: Regional and Interregional Interactions 

• Key Concept 3.1: Expansion and Intensification of
Communication and Exchange Networks

• Key Concept 3.2: Continuity and Innovation in State Forms
and Their Interactions

• Key Concept 3.3: Increased Economic Productive Capacity
and Its Consequences

Unit Four: Global Interactions 
• Key Concept 4.1: Globalizing Networks of Communication

and Exchange
• Key Concept 4.2: New Forms of Social Organization and

Modes of Production
• Key Concept 4.3: State Consolidation and Imperial

Expansion
Unit Five: Industrialization and Global Integration 

• Key Concept 5.1: Industrialization and Global Capitalism
• Key Concept 5.2: Imperialism and Nation-State Formation
• Key Concept 5.3: Nationalism, Revolution, and Reform
• Key Concept 5.4: Global Migration

Unit Six: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments 
• Key Concept 6.1: Science and the Environment
• Key Concept 6.2: Global Conflicts and Their Consequences
• Key Concept 6.3: New Conceptualizations of Global

Economy, Society, and Culture

Assessments 
• Teacher Assessments
• College Board AP World History Exam

Useful Information 

• This is an AP class with curiculum given to us from
the College Board.Grade Level Expectations 

Standard Grade Level Expectations 
(Big Ideas in Social Studies) 

1. History 1. Use the historical method of
inquiry to ask questions, evaluate
primary and secondary sources,
critically analyze and interpret
data, and develop interpretations
defended by evidence from a
variety of primary and secondary
sources

2. Analyze the key concepts of
continuity and change, cause and
effect, complexity, unity and
diversity over time

3. Recognize the significance of
ideas as powerful forces
throughout history
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