
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 AP Literature and Composition Curriculum 



AP Literature and Composition Course Overview 
 

Course Description 
 

 The AP Literature course is a fast paced survey course 
that explores some of the world’s greatest writing and 
that asks students to respond with their own thinking 
and writing. It is a challenging, college-level course 
covering sophisticated prose fiction, non-fiction, 
drama, and poetry.  Students study literary criticism 
and discover a variety of ways to talk about literature.  
The writing requirements are rigorous and evaluation 
is based on the highest standards and expectations. 
 

Topics at a Glance 
 

• Literature of Different Periods and 
Genres 

• Close reading 
• Discussion: analysis 
• Develop Critical Standards 
• Social and Historical Issues 
• Annotation  
• Interpretation 
• Meaning 
• Style 
• Structure 
• Synthesis 
• Gathering Sources 
• Citation 
• Analytic Essays: Criticism 

Assessments 
Screeners, diagnostics, interim and summative assessments will be used 
along with assessments evaluated formatively to plan lessons and provide 
focused feedback to students. Below are some assessment examples:  

• Observations/Conversations/Work Samples 
• Reading responses 
• Informal writing samples 
• Formal essays 
• Tests/quizzes 
• College Board AP Exam 

Effective Components of English 
Language Arts 

Components of Quality Instruction that Demand 
Student-Teacher Collaboration in the Learning 
Process 
• Clear and high expectation for all students 
• Frequent, timely, meaningful feedback of student 

accomplishment 
• Instruction supports equity with multiple 

opportunities to learn through grouping, scaffolding, 
differentiation, and extension 

• Teachers use multiple forms of representation are 
used (e.g., pictures, words, symbols, diagrams, 
tables, graphs, word walls, and movement) 

Students actively engage in learning by: 
• Participating in classroom talk (listening, elaborating, 

clarifying, expanding) 
• Applying rigorous, strategic thinking (application, 

explanation, perspective-taking, interpretation, 
perspective, empathy, self-knowledge) 

Teachers prepare for instruction by: 
• Using Data Driven Balanced Literacy Instructional 

Approaches 
 ♦ Reading & writing demonstrations 
 ♦ Shared and guided reading & writing 
 ♦ Independent reading & writing 
• Balancing whole group, small group, and individual 

instruction 
• Using collaborative learning groups 
• Planning opportunities to read and write multiple 

genres 
• Providing opportunities for students to authentically 

respond to and judge what they read 
• Integrating essential skills and strategies explicitly 

and systematically 
 

Standards Senior Literature and Composition 
Expectations 

1.  Speaking 
and Listening 

1. Prepare for and communicate 
effectively by sharing reasoning and 
varied perspectives during oral 
presentations. 

2. Initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions. 

2.  Reading for 
All Purposes 

1. Use textual evidence to support 
analysis and personal responses to 
literature and poetry.  

2. Use textual evidence to support 
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of 
informational and persuasive texts. 

3.  Writing and 
Composition 

1. With attention to audience and purpose, 
compose narrative writing. 

2. With attention to audience and purpose, 
compose persuasive and informational 
writing. 

3. Use the recursive process of writing to 
produce well-written documents for 
specific purposes and audiences. 

4.  Research 
and Reasoning 

1. Design, conduct and share research by 
synthesizing information from multiple 
sources.  

2. Support own analysis, reflection, and 
research by using evidence from texts, 
critical thinking, and logical reasoning. 

3. Design, conduct and share research by 
synthesizing information from multiple 
sources.  
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